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Division 48:  Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia, $37 244 000 - 
Ms Guise, Chairman. 

Mrs Roberts, Minister for Police and Emergency Services. 

Mr B. Mitchell, Chief Executive Officer. 

Mr B. Hewitt, Executive Director, Business Services. 

Mrs P. Valentine, Manager, Policy and Strategic Planning. 

Mr AINSWORTH:  I refer to the purchase of outputs on page 782.  The 2000-01 actual was $27.446 million.  
That figure dropped to $18 million in the last budget, and has now increased marginally to $19 million in round 
figures.  That represents a major drop in funding for the purchase of outputs.  What will that mean for service 
provision to the community, and what is the reason for that drop in funding?  

Mrs ROBERTS:  I am pleased to advise that it will mean absolutely nothing for service delivery to the 
community.  That $9 million difference represents the federal disaster funding we received in the previous 
financial year, during which a couple of cyclones occurred.  National disaster relief arrangements are in place for 
wildfires, cyclones and the like.  The Fire and Emergency Services Authority budget does not predict or fund for 
disasters such as cyclones.  The national disaster relief arrangements are available if something like that occurs.  
We received $9 million through those arrangements in the previous financial year.  We make no prediction about 
that this year.  There should be no change to the general FESA funding and the services it provides.  

Mr OMODEI:  I refer to the overall budget.  I presume the minister will give a similar answer.  The overall 
budget has been reduced by about $200 000.  The budget is not keeping pace with demand.  How does the 
minister justify this year’s budget figure being smaller than the amount provided last year when there has not 
been a diminution of fire risk or other risks associated with emergency services and sea rescues?  More people 
use our waterways, forests and coastline.  How does the minister justify the reduction in the budget?  

Mrs ROBERTS:  I will try to explain it in the time available.  As the member rightly predicted, there is no real 
difference to FESA.  I understand that it is an accounting change by Treasury.  Page 782 shows that the capital 
contribution figure for 2002-03 is $350 000.  I am advised that that is the cause of the difference.  If that is not 
clear, I will ask one of the officers to explain it further.  I understand that it is not a reduction but simply an 
accounting change by Treasury. 

Mr OMODEI:  Last year’s budget actual was $37.485 million, and this year’s budget estimate is 
$37.244 million.  Is the minister saying that that is not a reduction? 

Mrs ROBERTS:  I will ask Mr Mitchell to comment further. 

Mr MITCHELL:  The change in the capital contribution - the figure of $350 000 - is primarily the result of 
accounting changes that have been organised by Treasury.  The capital works expenditure in this budget is 
$9.8 million.  The difference relates to the associated recurrent charges.  Treasury has changed the accounting 
process.  The other moneys appear in other parts of the budget.  

Mr OMODEI:  I refer to the capital works program on page 791 and the major policy decisions on page 783.  
The budget contains $200 000 for the Collie volunteer collocation project.  What has happened to the Manjimup 
voluntary fire brigade collocation project, which has been on the books for about six or seven years?  Again, 
must I join the Labor Party to get some proper facilities? 

Mrs ROBERTS:  The member keeps asking this question.  I think he secretly wants to join the Labor Party.   

Mr OMODEI:  Sign the forms and pay the money; I am anybody’s. 

Mrs ROBERTS:  I will not debate whether we would accept the member!  I ask Mr Mitchell to give an update. 

Mr MITCHELL:  The Manjimup collocation project continues to have issues at the local level.   The local State 
Emergency Service unit, the local volunteer fire brigade and the shire are still discussing the suitability of sites, 
etc.  

Mrs ROBERTS:  The collocations that have happened so far have been excellent.  It makes great sense to 
collocate and for the units to share resources.  Many people and families are involved in both organisations. 

Mr OMODEI:  I thought that those issues in Manjimup had been resolved.  I was wondering whether there was 
funding in the program. 

Mrs ROBERTS:  The member has raised the issue.  I will ask FESA to provide me with some further 
information.  The advice is that there are some unresolved issues.  If the member is saying that that is not the 
case, I will investigate it further.   
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I assure the member that if he is thinking of joining the Labor Party, we have money in the out years.  

Mr HILL:  I refer to the last dot point on page 786.  Could the minister explain more about the bushfire 
protection policy procedure within the Department for Planning and Infrastructure? 

The CHAIRMAN:  I advise that time has expired. 

Mrs ROBERTS:  I will provide the information privately to the member for Geraldton. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
Committee adjourned at 10.00 pm 

__________  
 


